
Welcome 



Key Dates
Mock Exams (Round 1)

w/c Monday 23rd October 2023

Parents Evening

Wednesday 10th January 2024

GCSE Exams

w/c Monday 7th May 2024- GCSE exams start

Wednesday 26th June 2024- Last day students need to be able for exams!

Prom

Friday 12th July 2024



Foundation of Success
•Be here

•Be on time

•Have a positive, focused and determined 
attitude in class



The Brain
• The conditions have to be right for the 

brain to work properly.

• Managing emotions effectively will help 
with memory processing

• The importance of sleep!



Be Prepared



Be Prepared



Be Prepared



Be Organised



Revision Timetable……



How to remember……



Revision Strategies
Choose what works best for you……



Mock Exams
Once your child has completed their first round of Mock Exams, the following 
will happen:

1. Progress Director- Analyse data for all students across all subjects

2. Student- Analyse their results and rank order them (distance from 
target)

3. Parent- Parent will be informed of their results, and their child’s Lesson 6 
Timetable



Lesson 6s
Essentially:

*Monday- Science

Tuesday- Maths/English

Thursday- EBACC and Option Subjects

*On a Monday, we also have Sport, Health and Social Care, 
Acting and Graphics

*On a Friday, we have French (PSY) and Sociology (GRU)

Expectation is a minimum of two sessions a week 



Subject Specific Highlights
Science

1

2

Students  must get a minimum of 40%.
A lower score means you will need to retake 
the quiz. To help pupils embed the key 
concepts into long term memory

Homework is due on a Monday. Every week.
Pupils in Y11 will get 10 Biology, 10 

Chemistry & 10 Physics questions. All must 
be attempted.

If you need support, help is available in 2S6 Monday after school from 3.05pm

Rationale behind Educake homework
• Regular retrieval practice and homework's have been scientifically proven in 

secondary pupils to increase pupils attainment by a whole grade. So a students 
consistently using all aspects of Educake until the GCSE, along with other 
resources will increase GCSE grade.

• Promotes good revision skills as has an inbuilt revision guide.
• Can be accessed any time on any device connected to the internet, so pupils can 

revise at any point e.g. sat on a bus.
• Has inbuilt algorithm which allows teachers to identify areas to support 
• Shows pupils areas to focus revision on and designs quizzes/revision pages to 

specifically target areas of weakness.



Subject Specific Highlights
History

• History L6 Thursday = last year 28% of pupils achieved a grade 7 or higher, and 66% (above national average) a 4+

• See History teacher if you need revision materials

• If any parents would like us to contact them personally, they could leave their details with you?

Sociology and Philosophy and Ethics

• Given Revision Guides (at the start in Y10) and should be using these regularly, they also need to bring them to 
lessons. These include key content; keywords and definitions and a wide range of practice exam questions, with 
suggested answers.

• Need to attend Lesson 6 (Philosophy and Ethics on Thursday; Sociology on Thursday / Friday).

• Students have access to a wide range of websites and other revision materials – shared by teachers. These will also be 
put on MS Teams and printed information given to students.



Subject Specific Highlights
Geography
 Lesson 6 every Thursday with a set theme.  Timetables are displayed in each geography classroom.
 Revision booklets with all of the case studies in – should be used for knowledge recall.
 A booklet with all of the model answers for paper 3 fieldwork has been issued.
 A guidance sheet on key areas to revise for the PPE has been issued.
 Lesson 6 for all those that did not take part in the Geography fieldwork on Thursday 9th November.  This is essential 

that students attend.



Subject Specific Highlights
Languages

• Seneca is a free online resource that prepares pupils for every aspect of the French and Spanish GCSE with exam style questions and 
vocabulary practice that records pupils’ scores and allows pupils to go over work again until they get 100% in the word-based tasks.

• Teachers can set specific tasks to help target pupils’ weak areas.

• Parents can also log on to see how their children are progressing.

• The link to join the Y11 class on Seneca is in Teams for all pupils to click on and join.

• Pupils- issued with vocabulary cards that they should be learning every day for ten minutes and they are tested on four of these cards 
each week in lessons.

• Pupils- wealth of other printed materials including past papers and topic guides.

• Pupils- issued professional revision workbooks that they can write in, and they have started work in these in class but can take them 
home to complete.

• The key focus this term is starting the written evidence workbook that has just been issued; they have a copy at home to practise in 
and one at school for the assessments. It is also available on Teams along with lots of other interesting items for revision.

• Pupils will need help at home to learn answers to questions in the target language about these topics and the sooner they start 
learning their answers the easier it will be. The first speaking Mock Exam will take place in December.



What next?
1. Ensure your child attends school each day

2. Help to ensure they are on time to class

3. Help to ensure they have the right attitude in class

4. Try to ensure they get enough sleep and eat/drink healthily 

5. Create a quiet space for them to study

6. Make sure that they have what they need to revise (resources)

7. Ask to see their revision plan

8. Check-in regularly with your child and help test them regularly 

9. Communicate with school and support me in my aim to help your child pass!

10. Read the ‘Parental Guidance’ Booklet

11. Contact/email me if there are any questions…… manderson@winifredholtbyacademy.com



Thank you for your support! 
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